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A creatively remodeled estate 

on the shores of Lake Michigan 
serves as a year-round vacation 
home for two brothers and their 

families. / Photo courtesy of 
Ryan Hainey Photography
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“Every detail — paint, trim, cabinet colors, stain, all of it — blended 
together so well with the materials,” the homeowner explains. “They 
provided suggestions … and most of the time whatever they suggested 
we went with, because it was the right choice.”

The co-owner adds, “From the wood slats, the doors, the curved 
handles, the cutouts for the plumbing — [they’re] utilizing every 
existing space. The little lockers that everybody has in their room. 
Luggage storage areas. They thought of everything, and then utilized all 

this space and made it beautiful. It’s seamless compared to what we’re 
used to, and we’re very happy with the end result.”

One original feature that was left in its original spot is a near-century-
old mantle. “Keeping that old part of the house really makes it feel like 
you take a step back in time,” the homeowner says. 

All parties agree that the intensely collaborative process and a 
smooth meshing of ideas and execution propelled the project was one 
for the books. Driessen highlights the relationships he’s formed.

“In recent years we changed our tagline to ‘Vision, Craftsmanship, 
Award-Winning Partners,’” Driessen explains. “It’s such a passion for 
me, and I love being a carpenter. It’s not only the work we do, but the 
connections we make and how we’re able to bring everyone together 
for a collaborative effort. With this [project], it’s about how we built 
that partnership with Deep River and the client. We all have true respect 
[for] our crafts and build on our strengths to make a team.”

“The combination of Deep River and Timber Innovations made [the 
home] come to life,” one homeowner adds. “All the little facets and fine 
details of the house, the quality to the millwork, even the edging around 
the uneven rocks of the fireplace … great care was taken to make sure it 
was right. They made it feel like they were designing and building their 
own home. We appreciated that sort of family effort.” MKE

“From the wood slats, the doors,  
the curved handles, the cutouts  
for the plumbing — [they’re] utilizing 
every existing space.”
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Opposite page: Both wings of the home (one for each 
family) lead to the hub of the home — the remodeled 
kitchen, which has been updated with crisp white paint 
and a custom island for a bright, welcoming area. 

This page top: The shingle siding on this home creates a 
rustic and inviting entrance. Left: Despite its galley-style 
layout, this master bathroom offers plenty of serene space. 
Above: Removing crown molding and adding a white trim 
offered a clean, uninterrupted look to the picture windows 
in this master bedroom.
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